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as all that; Bernard Shaw was no child.    Indeed, if any
candid critic were to say straight out, that instead of throw-
ing up a good steady job, frittering away his time in writing
novels and articles which no one would publish, and then
complaining of his self-wrought poverty, Shaw, by every
normal standard of decent feeling and behaviour, ought to
have been thoroughly ashamed of himself for taking advan-
tage of his mother by sponging on her, we shall find Shaw
himself the first to agree.    And he agrees, not reluctantly
or shamefacedly, but aggressively and even proudly.    Dis-
covering that an American writer was romanticizing him
into a peasant boy who was the staff and comfort of his
mother's declining years, Shaw obliterates the rosy picture
with a vigorous counterblast from which the following frag-
ments are  extracted.    *I  was  an  able-bodied and able-
minded young man in the strength of my youth; and my
family, then heavily embarrassed, needed my help urgently.'
CI did not throw myself into the struggle for life: I threw
my mother into it.7    * People wondered at my heartlessness:
one young and romantic lady had the courage to remonstrate
openly and indignantly with me "for the which," as Pepys
said of the shipwright's wife who refused his advances,
"I did respect her."    Callous as Comus to moral babble,
I steadily wrote my five pages a day and made a man of
myself (at my mother's expense) instead of a slave.    And
I protest that I will not suffer James Huneker or any
romanticist to pass me off as a peasant boy qualifying for a
chapter in Smiles's Self Help, or a good son supporting a
helpless mother, instead of a stupendously selfish artist
leaning with the full weight of his hungry body on an
energetic and capable woman.'    'My mother,' he con-
cludes, * worked for my living instead of preaching that it
was my duty to work for hers: therefore take your hat off
to her and blush.'    That is the way Bernard Shaw is liable
to attack any one who tries to defend him on conventional
or romantical grounds.    He is quite capable of defending
himself on heretical grounds.
The above extracts are excellent examples of the tactics
of a man who knows that the best method of defence is
attack. An expert in carrying a war into the enemy's